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Annual  report 


ON  THE 

HEALTH  OF  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT 


OF 


NEWPORT,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


County  Hael, 

High  Street, 

Newport,  I.W. 

Jiine,  1939. 

To  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  the  Town  Council  of 
the  Borough  of  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  and  Genteemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  thirteenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances,  Sanitary 
Administration,  and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Borough  for 
the  year  1938. 

The  Report  follows  the  lines  suggested  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Circular  1728)  and  is  an  “  ordinary  ”  one. 


I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.  S.  WALLACE. 
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SECTION  A. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres) 

Population  (estimated  1938)  •  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1938)  per 
rate  books  ... 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Total  Male  Female 

Five  Births — - 

Legitimate  ...  286  152  134 

Illegitimate  ...  13  6  7 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  15  0 
Still  Births — 

Legitimate  ...  16  10  6 

Illegitimate  ...  1  1  — 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  ...  538 

Deaths  ...  ...  238  120  118 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  1L9 

Death  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and 
childbirth  : — 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still  births)  32 

Deaths 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  Nil. 

From  other  puerperal  causes  1 


15,530 

19,970 

5,133 

£129,745 

£516 


Total  ...  ...  1 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  43‘5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  420 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  769 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  37 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  1 
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Births. 

There  were  316  births  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
viz.  :  169  males  and  147  females.  Of  these  7  males  and 
7  females  were  illegitimate.  This  gives  a  birth  rate  of 
15* 8  per  1000  living  ;  the  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
being  157. 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  after  allowing  for  inward 
and  outward  transfers  was  238.  This  gives  a  crude  death 
rate  of  119  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population. 
The  Registrar-General  publishes  a  comparability  factor  of 
0*  81,  and  if  it  this  is  used  it  gives  a  comparative  death  rate 
of  9' 6,  the  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  ID 6. 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  13.  This 
gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  43‘5  per  1000  registered 
live  births  ;  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  generally 
was  53. 
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Causes  of  Deaths. 


The  causes  of  the  238  deaths  were  as  follows  : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Aee  Causes 

120 

118 

1  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  ... 

— 

— 

2  Measles 

• — 

1 

3  Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

4  Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

5  Diphtheria  ... 

1 

— 

6  Influenza 

3 

3 

7  Encephalitis  lethargica 

•  — 

— 

8  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

1 

9  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

10  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

— 

- — 

1 1  Syphilis 

— 

■ — 

12  General  paralysis  of  the  insane, 
tabes  dorsalis 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

12 

wu 

14  Diabetes 

< — 

2 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

12 

11 

16  Heart  disease 

39 

23 

17  Aneurysm 

1 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases 

4 

8 

19  Bronchitis 

3 

o 

O 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 

4 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

— 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

2 

1 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

1 

_ 

24  Appendicitis 

9 

M 

1 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

1 

26  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

- — - 

— 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

1 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

4 

2 

29  Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

— 

1 

31  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 
malformations,  etc. 

5 

9 

jLJ 

32  Senility 

5 

14 

33  Suicide 

1 

— 

34  Other  violence 

2 

3 
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Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females. 


35  Other  defined  diseases 

36  Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 

37  Diarrhoea,  2  years  and  over 

9 

1 

10 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35 
above) 

Small-pox 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

1.  (i)  Public  PIealth  Officers  of  the  Local 

Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 

W.  S.  Wallace,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Dental  Surgeon  (part  time)  :  Miss  F.  D.  Cooper,  l.d.s. 
Veterinary  Surgeon  (part  time)  :  J.  Cowper  Blake,  m.r.c.v.S., 
F.E.V.M.S. 

Sanitary  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector  :  A.  F.  Hart,  a.r.s.i., 
Cert.  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(ii)  Services  Provided. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

There  are  no  changes  or  extensions  to  report  for  the  year  1938. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  Water. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  1938  was  some  four  inches 
short  of  the  average  and  the  early  months  of  the  year  being 
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abnormally  dry,  it  was  anticipated  early  in  the  year  that 
unless  the  yield  from  the  new  well  at  Boweombe  came  up 
to  expectations,  there  would  be  a  shortage  of  water  in  the 
autumn.  Unfortunately,  the  yield  from  the  new  well  was 
disappointing,  and  your  Water  Committee  were  compelled 
to  use  throughout  the  summer,  autumn  and  winter  the 
well  in  Carisbrooke  Pumping  Station.  Even  with  this  it 
was  found  necessary  in  November  to  cut  off  the  supply  at 
10  p.m.  each  night  until  6  a.m.,  and  this  continued  until 
just  before  Christmas.  While  this  was  regrettable  and  a 
certain  inconvenience  to  consumers,  very  little  hardship  was 
experienced.  Where  a  town  has  been  blessed  with  a  first 
class  water  supply  for  many  years,  its  ratepayers  become 
inclined  to  take  water  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  to  forget 
that  it  is  not  an  inexhaustible  commodity  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  necessary  inconvenience  will  engender  in  the 
inhabitants  a  habit  of  care  to  prevent  waste  of  water. 

Analyses  were  carried  out  monthly  and  occasionally 
more  frequently  of  the  water,  and  when,  in  August,  the 
previously  pure  supply  began  to  show  some  slight  deterior¬ 
ation,  it  was  considered  desirable  to  carry  out  chlorination 
of  the  water.  Although  it  was  necessary  only  to  add 
chlorine  in  very  small  amounts  (0'3  parts  per  million), 
complaints  began  to  come  in  from  various  parts  of  the  town. 
The  complaints  were  spasmodic  and  from  widely  scattered 
areas,  some  being  received .  even  from  Cowes.  Although 
numerous  chemical  tests  were  made  by  myself,  I  was  never 
able  to  detect  chlorine  except  at  the  actual  waterworks 
and  on  only  one  occasion  did  I  taste  it.  At  the  time  of 
writing,  chlorination  has  been  discontinued  for  over  a 
fortnight,  but  I  still  receive  complaints  that  tea  does  not 
taste  the  same  as  it  did  a  year  ago. 

From  January  until  July,  B.  Coli  were  absent  from  the 
water  supply.  In  August,  B.  Coli  were  found  in  50  c.cs.; 
but  in  November  and  December,  B.  Coli  were  again  absent. 
Samples  taken  from  the  well  at  Idlecombe  itself  were  always 
above  suspicion  and  it  is  thought  that  the  slight  contamin¬ 
ation  may  have  been  due  to  the  new  well. 
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Appended  herewith  is  the  latest  chemical  analysis,  by 
the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  of  the  Borough 
Water  supply  dated  23rd  April,  1938. 


Results. 


(a)  Chemical  in  parts  per  100,000. 


Appearance  Clear  and  bright 

Colour  Normal 

Odour  Nil. 

Reaction  pH  Neutral  7  6  Free 

Carbonic  Acid 

Electric  Conductivity 

at  20  degrees  C. 

430 

Total  Solids 

180  degrees  C.  ... 

28-5 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

31 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

0  36  Nitrites  Absent 

Hardness  :  Permanent 

45 

Temporary 

155 

Total 

200 

Metals ... 

Absent 

Free  Ammonia 

0*0004 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0*0000 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 

hours  at  80  degrees 

1^ .  ...  ... 

0*0000 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Many  complaints  were  received  during  the  summer 
months  of  the  smell  from  the  effluent  at  the  new  sewage 
disposal  works  at  North  Fairlee.  Much  surface  water 
gains  access  to  the  sewers  as  was  proved  by  an  analysis 
made  in  1938,  This  means  that  much  more  fluid  has  to  be 
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dealt  with  than  was  anticipated,  and  consequently  there 
is  less  time  for  settlement  and  purification  in  the  tanks  at 
the  new  works.  Added  to  this  is  the  fact  that  the  sewage 
is  not  fresh  when  it  reaches  the  works,  thus  making  purifi¬ 
cation  more  difficult.  Consequently,  the  effluent  which 
pours  into  the  River  Medina  is  not  by  any  means  inoffensive. 
Further,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  sludge  drying  beds  are 
not  drained,  the  sludge  takes  too  long  to  dry  and  has  often 
to  be  removed  from  the  beds  in  a  wet  state.  This  causes 
an  offensive  odour  in  the  vicinity  and  many  complaints 
were  received  about  this.  The  problem  is  an  engineering 
one  and  your  surveyor  has  given  much  thought  as  to  the 
best  method  of  improving  matters. 

In  my  opinion,  probably  the  best  and  cheapest  method 
of  improving  the  final  effluent  is  by  chlorination  of  the 
sewage  at  the  old  works  at  the  quay,  and  to  improve  matters 
as  far  as  the  sludge  is  concerned  the  beds  should  be  drained. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

Beyond  the  purification  of  sewage  by  the  various  works 
in  the  Borough,  no  special  action  to  prevent  pollution 
of  streams  has  been  found  necessary. 

3.  (i)  Ceoset  Accommodation. 

There  is  nothing  new  to  report  about  this  matter. 

(ii)  Pubeic  Cleansing. 

There  is  no  alteration  or  extension  to  report  in  this, 
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(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  will  be  found 
at  the  end  of  this  report.  Appended  herewith  is  a  tabular 
statement  of  the  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Staff. 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Number  of 
Inspections 
made. 

Defects 

Pound. 

Notices. 

Notices 

Complied 

with. 

Informal. 

Formal . 

Houses 

337 

168 

168 

9 

140 

Nuisances 

175 

82 

82 

— 

82 

Slaughter-houses 

705 

— 

26 

— 

26 

Foodshops 

106 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Markets 

153 

— 

— 

— 

■ — • 

Dairies 

37 

6 

6 

■ — 

6 

Bakehouses 

18 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Factories 

66 

8 

8 

— 

6 

New  Drainage 

365 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Marine  Stores 

11 

— 

—  . 

— 

— 

Camping  Grounds  ... 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfections 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Favatories  ... 

200 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

50 

2262 

264 

290 

9 

260 

(iv)  Shops. 


No  action  has  yet  been  found  necessary  with  regard  to 
the  Shop  Act,  1934,  except  on  the  question  of  sanitary 
conveniences. 

(v)  Camping  Sites. 

1.  Number  of  sites  which  were  used  for  camping 

purposes  in  1938  ...  ...  ...  •••  *10 

*  Includes  one  organised  holiday  camp. 
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2.  Number  of  Camping  Sites  in  respect  of  which 

licences  have  been  issued  under  Section 
269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  4 

3.  Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers 

resident  in  the  area  at  any  one  time 
during  the  summer  season,  1938  ...  453 


(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  has  been  found  necessary  during  the  year. 


(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Foods. 

There  are  no  public  baths  in  the  borough  or  any 
privately  owned  swimming  pools.  The  open-air  swimming 
pool  belonging  to  the  borough  was  very  well  patronised 
during  the  summer  months  and  was  under  constant  super¬ 
vision.  Fortnightly  analyses  were  made  and  these  were 
invariably  reported  on  as  satisfactory. 

(viii)  Eradication  oe  Bed  Bugs. 

No  alteration  in  the  methods  of  dealing  with  these  pests 
has  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  houses  found  infected  with  bed  bugs 
was  :  Council  houses,  two  ;  others,  eight. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  was  :  Council  houses, 
two  ;  others,  eight. 


4.  Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  these  are 
good.  No  schools  were  closed  for  infectious  disease  during 
1938. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dweeeing-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in¬ 

spected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  180 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  337 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  72 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  172 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be 

in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  18 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  138 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Pormae  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  ren¬ 
dered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  40 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the 

Year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  4 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  — 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

x\ct,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  52 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  52 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  426 
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(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  14 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 

for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  — 


Overcrowding  and  Slum  Ceearance. 

The  Council  not  having  completed  the  first  five-year 
programme  of  Slum  Clearance,  has  not  yet  been  able  to 
deal  adequately  with  overcrowding. 

Six  areas  were  dealt  with  in  1938,  comprising  31  houses. 
The  inhabitants  of  22  of  these  were  rehoused,  three  houses 
were  vacated  and  the  remaining  six  will  be  dealt  with  early 
in  1939. 
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SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supplies. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  one  producer  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  and  six  producers  of  Accredited  Milk.  All 
these  were  inspected  during  the  year,  as  were  some  of  the 
premises  of  ordinary  producers.  The  milk  supply  of  the 
Borough  is  mainly  of  good  keeping  quality. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  inspection  and  supervision  of  these  is  adequately 
carried  out,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 

(e)  Nutrition. 

During  the  year,  frequent  lectures  on  health  subjects 
and  nutrition  were  given  by  the  County  Public  Health  Staff 
at  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  Women’s  Institutes,  etc. 

(f)  Shell  Fish. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public 
Health  (Shell  Fish)  Regulations,  1934,  or  the  Public  Health 
(Cleansing  of  Shell  Fish)  Act,  1932. 
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SECTION  F. 


Prevention  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 

Other  Diseases. 


The  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease 


during  1938  was  small. 

Diphtheria  accounted  for  26  of  59  notifications,  the 
great  majority  of  the  cases  occurring  in  the  first  quarter, 
and  obviously  there  was  a  continuation  of  the  mild  epidemic 
in  the  last  quarter  of  1937.  No  case  has  been  notified  since 
October. 

There  were  only  eight  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever 
during  the  whole  year  and  the  type  was  very  mild. 

An  epidemic  of  Measles  spread  from  Ryde  early  in  the 
year  and  although  there  were  many  cases,  there  was  only 
one  death. 

No  action  was  taken  towards  artificial  immunisation 
against  Diphtheria. 


Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 


From  the  weekly  returns  of  head  teachers  of  the  number 
of  absences  from  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  it  will 
be  seen  that  Measles  and  Chicken  Pox  were  prevalent 
during  the  year. 


Mumps 
Measles 
Chicken  Pox 
Whooping  Cough 
German  Measles 
Ringworm 
Influenza 


402 


No  provision  is  available  for  the  cleansing  of  verminous 
adults,  but  verminous  children  are  cleansed  at  the  vSchool 
Clinic  by  the  Local  Education  Authority. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 

During  the  Year  1938. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

_ 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

4 

— 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  P'ever 
(including  Para- 

26 

26 

1 

typhoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

4 

— 

Pneumonia 

Ophthalmia 

9 

r 

1 

Neonatorum  ... 
Other  diseases  gen¬ 
erally  notifiable 

1 

Erysipelas 

Encephalitis 

9 

— 

— 

Lethargica 

_ 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 
Cerehro  Spinal 

1 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

Other  Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Notifiable  locally 

""" 

59 

36 

3 
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Age  at  Date  of  Notification. 


Age- 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Pneumonia. 

j  Erysipelas. 

O 

G  <y 
$  > 
«  £ 

Encephalitis 

Dethagica. 

Poliomyelitis 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Meningitis. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Under  1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

__ 

1 

1  and  under 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

. _ 

. _ _ 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

- 

_ 

„ _ . 

3 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ _ 

- - 

_ 

4  ,, 

5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. - 

_ 

5 

10 

2 

17 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

15 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

- . 

- _ 

15 

20 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

- - 

_ 

20 

35 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

. - 

_ 

35 

45 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

■ - 

_ _ 

45 

65  and  over 

65 

— 

= 

4 

3 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

26 

4 

9 

9 

— 

1 

1 

1 

9.9 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

un¬ 

impaired. 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Death. 

Notified. 

Trea 

ited. 

At  home 

In  hospital 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  99  cases  on  the 
Register.  During  the  year  1G  new  cases,  13  Pulmonary  and 
3  Non-Pulmonary,  were  added  to  the  Register,  including 
one  which  was  transferred  from  the  mainland,  and  one  other 
case  was  transferred  from  another  area  in  the  Island,  making 
the  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  during  the  year  116. 
Of  the  1 1 6  patients  in  the  district  known  to  be  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis,  four  died,  seven  left  the  district,  eleven  re¬ 
covered,  two  were  mistaken  diagnosis  and  one  died  from 
another  disease,  leaving  91  on  the  Register  at  the  close  of 
the  year.  Of  these  91  cases,  65  were  Pulmonary  and  26 
Non-Pulmonary. 


Tuberculosis,  1938. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Puimonary 

Totals 

M. 

F* 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  and  under  1 

1 

„  5 

5 

10 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

15 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

20 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

20 

25 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

35 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

45 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45 

55 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 

,,  65 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

16 

7 

6 

2 

1 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  regulations  during  the 
year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  the  year. 


FACTORIES,  ETC. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Work¬ 
places. 


Including  Inspections  Made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical 

power  ... 

Factories  without  mechanical 

49 

1 

Nil. 

power  ... 

t  Other  Premises  under  the  Act 

35 

2 

Nil. 

(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

84 

J 

3 

Nil. 

f Electrical  Stations  should  be  reckoned  as  factories. 
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2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops,  and 

Workpeaces. 


! 

1  Number  of  Defects. 

i 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted. 

(5) 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died. 

(3) 

Referred 

to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

(4) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

2 

2 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

— 

— 

— 

ature  (S.  3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- - - 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4)  ... 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

* - 

— 

floors  (S.  6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.  7)*:- 

Insufficient 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

■ — 

— - 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  offences  ... 

(Not  including  offences 
relating  to  Home  Work 
or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned 

in  the  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops  Transfer  of 
Powers)  Order,  1921), 
and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the 
Factories  Act,  1937). 

2 

2 

i 

Total  ... 

8 

6 

— 

— 
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OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES,  SECTION  108. 


Nature  of  Work. 


(1) 


Instances. 

(2) 


Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  etc. 

Cleaning  and  Washing 
Household  linen 
Lace,  lace  curtains,  and  nets 
Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 
Furniture  and  upholstery 
Electro-plate  ... 

File  making 

Brass  and  Brass  articles 
Fur  pulling 
Cables  and  chains 
Anchors  and  grapnels 
Cart  gear 

Eocks,  latches  and  keys 
Umbrellas,  etc. 

Artificial  flowers 
Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 
Tents 

backs  ...  ...  ... 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 
Paper,  etc.,  boxes,  paper  bags 
Brush  making 
Pea  picking 
Feather  sorting 
Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons,  etc 
Stuffed  Toys  ... 

Basket  making 
Chocolate  and  Sweetmeats 
Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers, 
Christmas  stockings,  etc 
Textile  weaving 
Lampshades 


Notices 

served. 

(3) 


Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(4) 


Total  ,  Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 
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RAINFALL  IN  1938. 


Thanks  to  information  supplied  by  your  Waterworks 
Engineer,  Mr.  Wells,  I  am  able  to  append  the  rainfall  for 
the  year. 


Months. 

Rain  in 
inches. 

Rain  Days 
*01  inches 
or  more 

Wet  Days 
*04  inches 
or  more 

J  anuary 

...  402 

23 

19 

February 

...  0-68 

8 

5 

March  . . . 

...  0-46 

4 

3 

April  . . . 

...  o-oi 

1 

— 

May 

...  175 

14 

11 

J  une 

...  0-84 

9 

5 

July  ... 

...  2-81 

15 

11 

August  ... 

...  132 

12 

7 

September 

...  174 

15 

12 

October 

...  418 

21 

16 

November 

525 

23 

16 

December 

...  330 

22 

15 

Total 

...  2636 

167 

120 

The  wettest  month  was  November,  and  the  wettest  day 
was  July  7tli,  with  1*65  inches.  In  1938  almost  14  inches 
less  rain  fell  than  in  1937.  The  rainfall,  however,  was  only 
some  4  inches  below  the  average. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  the  Town  Council  of 
the  Borough  of  Newport,  I.W. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1938. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District). 

In  accordance  with  my  duties  as  your  designated 
Officer  under  these  Regulations,  I  have  made  Inspections 
of  72  Houses  during  the  year. 

One  hundred  and  eight  other  houses  were  inspected 
regarding  the  following  matters  : — 

(1)  Water  supply. 

(2)  Closet  accommodation. 

(3)  Drainage. 

(4)  Paving  and  drainage  of  yards  and  outbuildings. 

(5)  Arrangements  for  disposal  of  accumulated  refuse. 

(6)  Overcrowding. 

(7)  Cleanliness. 

(8)  Keeping  of  Animals. 

(9)  Accumulations. 

(10)  Other  matters  likely  to  be  detrimental  to  health. 

DETAILS  OF  DRAINAGE  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  WITH 
RESPECT  TO  EXISTING  BUILDINGS. 

TABLE  A. 


New  Drains,  in  feet  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1758 

„  Gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

„  Interceptors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

„  Inspection  Pits  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

„  Pedestal  Pans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

„  W.C.s  .  18 

„  Flushing  Apparatus  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

,,  Fresh  Air  Inlets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

„  Vent  Shafts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

,,  Connection  to  Sewer  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

„  Smoke  and  Water  Tests  ...  ...  ...  42 

„  Sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Urinals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Drains  Cleaned  and  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  48 

Wash  Basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Septic  Tanks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


DETAILS  OF  DRAINAGE  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  WITH 
RESPECT  TO  NEW  BUILDINGS. 


table  b. 

New  Drains,  in  feet 
„  Gullies 
„  Interceptors 
„  Inspection  Pits  ... 

„  W.C.s  . 

„  Fresh  Air  Inlets  ... 

„  Vent  Shafts 
„  Baths 
„  Sinks 

„  Flushing  Apparatus 
Connections  to  Sewer 
Smoke  and  Water  Tests 
Septic  Tanks 
New  Handbasins 
„  Urinals 
Cesspools  ... 


10441 

221 

88 

179 

176 
71 

100 

90 

103 

177 
76 

231 

10 

121 

15 


1 


Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 


With  regard  to  the  work  in  connection  with  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases  : 


8  rooms  were  disinfected  for 


5 


1  room  was  disinfected  for 


1 

1 


y  y 

y  y 


y  y 

y  y 


y  y 


Cancer. 
Tuberculosis. 
Scarlet  Fever. 
Diphtheria. 
Infantile  Paralysis. 
Measles. 


With  regard  to  work  in  connection  with  eradication  of 
Bed*  Bugs,  6  rooms  were  sprayed  and  7  houses  were  dis¬ 
infected  with  H.C.N.  gas  before  demolition  under  Slum 
Clearance. 


Two  Bedsteads  and  5  Mattresses  which  were  found  to 
be  filthy  and  verminous  were  destroyed  and  replaced  at 
the  expense  of  the  Corporation  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  Sec.  84. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 
(excluding 
Cows) . 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Eambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if 
known)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  inspected 

33 

214 

600 

704 

4690 

Aee  Diseases,  Ex¬ 
cept  T.B.  : — 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

5 

2 

6 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or¬ 
gan  was  con¬ 
demned 

8 

• 

2 

13 

Percentage  of 

number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with 
diseases  other 
than  T.B. 

4-2% 

0'8% 

0-6% 

0-4% 

Tubercueosis  only 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

i 

26 

- 

11 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or¬ 
gan  was  con¬ 
demned 

17 

1 

348 

Percentage  of 

number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with 

T  13 

•  JU  •  •  «  •  •  •  • 

20 

0-2% 

7-6% 
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Meat,  Other  Foods,  and  Slaughterhouse  Inspection. 

Seven  hundred  and  five  visits  have  been  made  to 
Slaughterhouses,  and  limewashing,  drainage  and  periodical 
removals  of  offal  and  manure  have  received  good  attention. 

One  hundred  and  six  visits  were  made  to  food  shops 
and  suggestions  made  where  necessary.  A  verbal  notice 
was  found  sufficient  in  every  instance  to  remedy  any  defects. 

UNSOUND  FOOD  DESTROYED. 

Tuberculous  Meat. 


Cattle — 

Cwt. 

Qrs. 

Lbs 

26  Whole  carcases 

124 

1 

27 

Beef  ... 

18 

3 

11 

Offal  (edible) 

1 

1 

14 

Calves- — 

Veal  . 

2 

■ — ■ 

Pigs— 

1 1  Whole  carcases 

16 

1 

22 

336  Heads 

37 

3 

2 

Pork . 

5 

1 

26 

Offal  (edible) 

1 

1 

4 

Diseased  Meat  (Not  Tuberculous). 


Cattle — 

Cwt. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

1  Whole  carcase 

3 

2 

8 

Dropsy 

Beef 

2 

2 

10 

Bruised 

2  Heads  ... 

1 

21 

Abscess 

2  Heads  ... 

1 

22 

Actinomycosis 

1  Liver 

8 

Flukes 

1  Liver 

12 

Cirrhosis 

Calves — 

4  Whole  carcases 

3 

0 

4 

Natural  death 

1  Whole  carcase 

3 

16 

Septicemia 
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Sheep — 

Cwt.  Qrs. 

Lbs. 

1  Whole  carcase 

2 

6 

Natural  death 

1  Whole  carcase 

1 

11 

Putrefaction 

2  Plucks 

12 

Strongvlus 

Pigs— 

6  Whole  carcases 

6  0 

2 

Erysipelas 

1|  Heads 

20 

Abscess 

3  Legs  . 

2 

8 

Caries 

1  Shoulder 

• 

11 

Caries 

2  Livers  ... 

8 

Milk  Spots 

2  Liver 

9 

Cirrhosis 

1  Liver 

4 

Other  Foods. 

Flukes 

Imported  Beef  ... 

1 

19 

Moulds 

Imported  Beef  ... 

1 

7 

Putrefaction 

Bacon 

2  1 

20 

y  > 

Tinned  Meat 

2  3 

18 

y  y 

Tinned  Prawns  ... 

3 

6 

y  y 

Herrings 

1  1 

24 

y  y 

Mackerel 

3 

12 

y  y 

Haddock 

3 

— 

y  y 

1  Turkey 

13 

y  y 

1  Turkey 

9 

Internal  growth 

20  Rabbits 

2 

4 

Putrefaction 

1  Chicken 

3 

Roup 

1  Chicken 

5 

Dropsy 

1  Chicken 

5 

Abscess 

TOTAL  WEIGHT  OF  FOOD  DESTROYED. 

Tons  Cwt.  Qrs.  Ebs. 
Tuberculous  Meat  ...  10  6  0  22 

Diseased  Meat  ...  19  1  24 

Other  Foods  ...  10  3  5 


Total 


11 


16 


1 
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Cinema  Theatres. 

There  are  three  Cinema  Theatres  in  the  Borough.  The 
Ministry  of  Health  during  the  year  1922  issued  orders  for 
their  periodical  inspection.  This  has  been  done,  2  visits 
to  each  having  been  made  during  the  year. 

I  am.  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  F.  HART. 
Borough  Sanitary  Inspector. 


I 


